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AZERBAYCAN MiLLİYETÇİLİĞi vB nnırBNİLER:1905 -1920

Cengiz ÇAĞLA'
özet

Çok uluslu impaıatolluklardan ulus-devlete geçiş siireci ülkelerin ve bölgelerin
özgü niteliklerine koşut özelliklel gösteriı. Rus Çarlığının çökti§ elTesinde ortaya çıkan
Cedid hareketi Miisli.iman ve Tiirk kökenli toplulülala yönelik kapsamlı bir toplumsaj
dönüşiimü amaçIarnlşıır. Eğitirn, kiıltilr ve sosyal hayatta yaşanan değişim modem Azeri
milliyetçiliğinin temellerini hazırlamışhr.

Azeri milliyelçiliği yeıel aydınlaıın öncülüğü ve bu{uvazinin desteğiyle
siyasallaşmış ve çok uluslu bir metropol olan Baku'nun olağandışı dinamii siyasal
ortamında olgunlaşarak güçlenmiştir. Bu bağlamda rakip Ermeni milliyetçiliğinin etkisine
dikkat çekmek geıekir. Her milliyetçilik bir diğerinin gelişimine sebep olw. Ermenilerin
süip olduklan güç ve ayncalıklar Azeri seçkinlerini kendi toplıımları içindeki diğer
katınanlaıla yakın ilişkiler kurmaya sevk etmiş, şiddet ye sayaş ortamı savunma amaçlı
örgütler kurmalanna yo] açmıştır. Ermeni tehdidine kaİşl öIgiıtlü yanıt verme ihtiyaoı
ortaya çıkmışhr. Bu açıdan bakıldığnda, Azeri milliyetçiliğini, diğeı nitetiklerine ek olarak,
bir "karşı-milliyetçilik" olaralı da gölebiliriz.

Anıhtır Kelimeler: Milliyetçilik, ulus-devlet

AbSırucı

The Azerbaıjanı Nalmnalısü And Armenmns: l905 -l920

The transiıion from multi-naıional ernpifes to nqıion-Sıaıes differs according ıo
specifıcilies oİ countries and regions. The Jadid moyement, which appeared in lhe
disinlegralion process of lhe Russian empire, aimed al a comprehensive social
lransİormation of the Muslin and Turkişh communities. The change lhat occürred in
educational, cultural and social spheres pı,epared the foundations of modern Azeri
naıionalism.

The Azeri nationalism, led by intellecıuals and supporled by the bourgeoisie,
developed in ıhe unusual poliıical environment ofBaku. In ıhis contexı, the rival Armenian
naıionalism becomes cruciql in defining the Azeri nalion-formaıioR process. As one
nationalism begaı a compeıing nationalism, ıhe Armeniqnş' clqims ıo beırer positions and
privileges stimulqıed Azerbaijani elites to Sırengıhen ıhe ties wıth the re§t of ıhe
Azerbaijani people. The c,ondiıions of violence and wadare urged ıhe Azerbaijanis to
organize themselves for lhe purpose of self-proleclion and to answer lhe Armenian lhreai in
an organized Sırucıure. Ilı ıhis respecı, iı woulıl noı be misleading to claim lhal, İhe Azeri
naıionaıism, qmong iıS oıher qualiıies, was also developed aS a "counıer-nationalism" ıo
ıhe Armeniqn one.

Key Woııls : Nationalism, naıion-Sıaıe
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The Azerbağani Naıion.ılism and Armenianş:1905 -1920

NATIONALISM AND AZERBAIJA\
Nationalism is one of lhe most important

social phenomena of our age. Nation-staıe and
nation becaıne political norms shaıed by an
overwhelming majority oI political communiıies.
Difleİent historical processes determine 1he
pattem of the shaping of national identiti€s in
diflerent parts of the wolld. Scholars generally
agree that the rise of nation and nationalism, as
simultaneous and closely lelated plocesses, ıook
place first in the European continent and then
were difhsed to other parts of üe world,1

In the Euopean pTocess t\4,o main
categories of nation arose: the one based on the
territory (exemplified by the French case) and the
one based on ethnic identity (like the German
case). In eath category, the nationalists' oıganized
actions \ı/ere of crucial importance and the
formation of modem states coincided with the

building of modern nations.2

The nineteenth century witnessed the
prelude of disintegration of the multinational
empires including the Russiarı one. This process is
explained partly by the difirsion effects of
European ideotogies like liberalism, socialism aııd
nalionalism. In üis context Russian Muslims
passed tkough significant cuItural and social
changes. The Turkish-spe aking populatic,ns of
Russia formu|aıed üeir own reformism ıo resisı
the challenge of justification and to adopt
themselves to the demands of the westem worLd.
This culfural renaissance started by the works ol
early reformers such as Abu-Nasr At Kursavi3,
Shihabettiı Mercani4 and Kayyum Nasıris *ho

l For example see Hans Kohn, Thc Ideı of Nationılism, A
sıudy in its origins ınd Background, second edition, New
York: collieı I967, p.Yii.

2llans Kohİr Prelud€ to Nstion-st.tes| the Faench ınd
Gcİmın Eıperi€oce, ı7t9_ı8l5, New York: va,
Nost aİd, 1967, p.2.

3 KuJsavi (l72Gı8l3) was üe fırst nıuslim r€formist \üho
insited on üe mas§ panicipation in the cteaıive
inıerpıeğtion ofthe Qu'ran ajıd the HadiÜ. see Azıde-AyŞe
Rorlich, Th€ vol8İ Tıtrİs, A Pİolile in Nrtionİl
Rdiüenc€, stanford: Hoover tnstifution Pr€ss, l9E6, p,49.

4 Mcrcaİıi (l8l8-1889) sfudied Kursavi's ideas and published
a woİk cfiticizing üc central Asian scola§ticism and
defended ürt Islam's survival was dependiİg upon its
ad4,tation to the modem world. see Michael Kemper,
"Enfte Bukıara et Ia Moyeone Volga: Abd An_Nasir Al
Qursavi (l776-ı8I2) en Conflit ave. les ouıimas
Traditionalislcs", cıhiers du Monde Rırs§e €t sori6tique,
vol. 17, no.1-2, 1996, pp, 49 and Alan w_ Fischer, Th€
crimean Taısİs, stanford| Hoover ]İslifution Press, 1978.
p, l00.

5 Nasıİi (t825-1902) w:§ a conlcmporary of Mercani. He
introduced secular concepıs in a predominantly traditionaı
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thought that lslam's survival was depending upon
its adaptation to üe needs of üe modem world.

The culhıral renaissance reached its peak
with the Jadid movement6, the comprehensive
work ofGaspıralı Ismail, including the renewal of
Muslim educaiional system, cleation of a common
Turkish |anguage, emancipation of women and
the cleation of social, culhıral and local
oİganizations. The Jadidism, backed by the
commercial and industıial bourgeoisies of Kazan
and BaL-u respectively, created the backbone of
Turkish cu|tural nationalism. In Azerbaijan,
intellecfuals lüe Mirza Fethali Ahundzade7 and
Ali Bey Hiiseyinzade8 explored Tuıkish hislory's
glories, studied their own language as a strong
comPonent of one's own identity and tried to
incorporate this identity with a westem state of
mind. ln this perspective, the Azerbaijani
reformism can bc seen as a muIti-dimensional
civilization pİoject dev€loped by the dsing
intelligenlsia who pıogressively assumed the
leadeıship of its emerging comınunity.

The nation-building process of
Azerbaijan followed a specifit pattem having
some similarities wiü üe central and eastem
European examples in which the rise of
nationalism was based on ethnic identity and it
preceded üe nation-state formation. In the
beginning, the lslamic identity as tbe ijmmeı (or
umma) became the refelence point of the
Azerbaijani scarch for identity. Backed by the
wealthy classes, Azerbaijanis looked for the
recognition of their particularity in a coloniaI
context. Reformed Islam is portrayed as a force of

context, renewed the old approach€s ıo social pİoblems and
emphasized on the preservation of national identity and the
development ofnationa] çultuİe. See Rorlich, ibid,, p- 64,

6 For a gcneral idea on the Jadid reformism see Edward J.
Lazze.ini, l§meil Bey Gısprins§ snd Mu§tim
Mod€rni§m in Rll3sia, Ph, D. di§sertation, Univ€r§iğ of
wasilington, 1973 and Cengiz Çağla, ThĞ Jıdid Movement
ınd Nıtiod-Building in Azerb.ijen, Ph. D, dissertation,
Istanbul: Boğaziçi Universiry, 2ooo.

7 'l'ran§ıator of üe Viceroy of caucasus, Ahundzade (1812-
l878 ) was insphed pİiİnarily by üe Eııfopean enlightenment
movemenı. Iiis leading ideas were "the spread ofeducolion,
the forlnation ofa liıerary langıage conprehensible ıo ıhe

ass rcader on!] Secula sn as o means of oyercoüing
secıarion dirisions ". s€§ Tadeus swietochowski, "National
Consciousness and Polirical orientalions in Azeöaİsn,
]905-1920", in Ronald Grigor suny (ed.), Tr.nscoücı§iı;
NıtioDılism ınd socisl chı.ge, revised edition, Ann
Atbo.: Unive.sity ofMichigan, l996, p, l l2

8 Hüseyinzad€ ( l864_194l) \İas üe flrst Azeİbaijani çho used
intensiveıy the idea offurkishness. He drew the attcntion ıo
the needs of self_aşaİeness of the Azerbaijaii people with
iıs hisıory, language and civilizalion. See Alexander
Bennigsen, Lı Pre$e et |es Mouvements Nıtioneüx chez
les Musolmsns de Rus§ie avınt 1920, Paris and üc Hague;
Monton, l960 and Çağl4 ibid., p. 53-54.
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progless and humanitarianism compatible with
modemity. The Jadidism brought the Turkishıess
to the agenda. The defeat of Russia in 1904 by
Japan and the revolution of 1905 accelerated and
extended Muslim ıeformism to the poıitical
sphere. Muslims were organized in all-Russian
Muslims basis and allied themselves wiü Russian
liberals in order to protect th€il rights and culfure.
Azerbaijanis also participat€d to this pIocess but
they also created theiı propeı political parties on a
national basis.9

Azerbaijani nationalism rose out of the
unusual cultural and political atmosphere ofBaku.
Liberal constitutionalism, ıhe proliferation of
socialist factions and Armeniaır nationalisın were
all acling in the same environment. First
imprisoned by th€ All-Russian Muslims
movement, the Musava1 Pağ became the
spokesman ofüe Azeri naıionalism, As a product
of Baku's political environment it laflected
several influences. Many founders of ıhe party
were from the socialist origin. Musavatists
defended protective labouı larvs, land reform,
decentralised govemm€nt and cultural autonomy.
In üis context they collaborated witlı seveıal
§ocialisı groups in the scope of laboul movem€nt.
The framewoık of the 1905 Constitutional
Manifeslo determined the bases of their
liberal/democratic m€ssages and the srruggle
against aggressiye Armenian nationalists, as we
will see below, stıengthened üeir national
character_

THE ARJUENIAN FACTOR: POLITICS Al{D
NATION-BUILDING

When we look at the positicın of the
rising Azerbaijani bouıgeoisie we first observe
that it was the numerically largest gloup's speakeI
in Baku. In the political atmospheıe of 1905, the
Azeri elite saw the opportunity to transform the
anti-colonial cultuİal movement into a political
one. Being colonial subjects of aıı empire üat
treated üem for a long tim€ with policies of
discrimination and assimilation, this time the
Azerbaijanis wanted to secuıe theiı position in
relation to the Russian govemment and also vis-d-
vis the Armeniaıs.loAs it is generally accepted
that the Armenian nationalism affected and

9 s€€ ÇağI4 ibid, p. 166

l0 sea Audrey Alstad! "Thğ Azerbaijani Bourge.ıisie and the
cultural Enıightenmenl Movement in BJkıı: l'ir§t sleps
Torı,a.d Nation6li§m", in suny (ed.), ibid_, p. 202. suny also
aİgucd that "one naıionalısm begat a comPeting
,ratıonaliŞm. one naıİonoliır's claims ıo a beıref posiıion
sıinuıaled riyal clains » rk ,eigr6oıİs ". see R. G. suny,
A.maıria iİ the TweDticth ceırtüry, chicago. Califomia:
scholars Prcss, l9E3, p. 16.

accelerated the Azerbaijani nationalist movement,
we will try to recapifiiate a paıt of the Armenian
history and the influences of Armenian
nationalism.

The Armenians were the third nationality
in terms of population (after the Azerbaijanis and
üe Russians) living in Transcaucasia. They had
close ties with Armenians of ottomaıı and persian
Empires. Being impressioned by üe Greek and
Bulgarian secessions from üe Ottoman Empire
and also being inspiıed by westem and Russian
IeYolutionary ideas, Russian Armenians
conducted a fiagmenled political activity in the
last decennia ofüe nineteenth century.

It is generally accepted that geographical
dispersion, culfural, economic and political
divisions had deterrnined üe faiü ofthe so-called
"Amıenian Revolutionary Movement"l1. The
number of Armenians living in the Russian
Empiıe in 1897 was given as 1.240.000.12 They
wele dispersed in diffeıent legions of
Transcaucasia and constituted a relatively
distinctive element in the multi-ethniç social
strucfure of the Russian Empire. They wele
numerous in peasantry, but they had also
developed middle classes dealing traditionally
with commslcial activities. During the last decade
of üe ninete€nth cenİ.try a]so an Armenian
industıial bourgeoisie appeared in big cities of
Transcaucasia. In Tiflis, Armenians started to
contİol the cotton production, leaüer and tobacco
sectors whereas in Baku they were active in oil
production. Parallel to their traditional
engagement in commercial activities üey had also
an influential sEafum of intellecfuals who were
widely influenced by westem values including the
nadonalist ones. The sons of wealüy farnilies
who srudied in Russian and t uopean universities

l] scholars from Armenia.rı origin are usin8 üe teİm
"revolutionary" in two meanings. First one is İeferring to a
secossion fiom the ottoman Empire. In this context, üe fi.st
Armenian para-militaİy gİoups who or8anized aİİn€d
insurrcctions in Eastem Anato]ia and lerrorists who were
r€sponsible of atıacks and sabotages afe aeferred as
"reloıirıionafies". For exalrıple se€ Arthur Beylerian, "Aux
origines de la Question Armğnienne du Tnitğ de San
st€fano aU Congres de Beİlin", Revü€ d'HiJıoiİe
Diplometiqu., no. 1-2, 1978, p. 31-32. when it comes ro
üe second meaning, the use of the vrord is raüe. blu.ry. ll
refer§ almost 1o all Armenian polilical organizatjon§, a wide
raİıge including üe Dashnak and Hinchak Panies and aIso
Aİnenian Bolsheviks. [n this cont€xt, tha word
"reYolutionary" becomes a culious mixfure of nationatkt,
§ocialist aIld social reformist idea]s. Fof such a u§e of the
wo.d a5 a thetoric, see Anüide Ter Mina§sian, 'Naıionalism
and Socialism in the Arm€nia.İı Revoıutionary Mov€ment
(|817-|912\", trarıslat€d by A. M. Berİ€t, in R. c. suny
(ed,), ibid,, l9)6, Pp, ı41-186,

l2 Ter Minassian, ibid,. p.l43.
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created üe backbone of Armenian nationalist
inteıligentsia.

Culturally distinct with its own language,
scıipt and church, economically advanced, tlıe
Annenian ctımmrınity had an unpronounced status
of a privileged miıority in Transcaucasia. The
Armenian Gregorian Church was powerful and
respected and Armenians had almosl always kept
good ıelationships with Russian authorities in
terms of religious ploximity and with üe Russian
Orthodox Church. As a matter of fact, Armenians
appeared to be an important el€ment of legional
conflicts among Russian, ottomaıı and Persian
Empires. The fact is also underlined bl,Anüide
Ter Minassiaı. tn her own words,

"Since the laıe eighıeenıh cenıury,

Russian expansion ıowqrd ıhe Black and ıhe

Caspian Seas had revealed ıhe Russophile

feelings of lhe Armenion population in the Persian
and Otloman provinces; they were tlıe
manifeşıqtion of an ecumenicql Chriştidn
conscioısness in the face of Islam. Counting on

the benevolent proıecıion of ıhe orthodox Tşar,

lhe ordinary Armenians ıuelcomeı! each
qppeqrance of lhe Russian Army (in 1829, in

1854-56 and in 1877-78) wilh demonslrqıion of
joy, followeıl by more or less süeable migrqtions
in ıhe direcıion of Transcqucasio a/ter iıŞ

incorporaıion inıo ıhe Russian Enpire".|3

The two corrımon Armenian
revolutionary oıganizations, the Hinçhak (Bell)
and the Dashnaksutiun (Fedelation) Parties, were

leaded mainly by the Transcaucasian intelligentsia
fiınctioning under the "driving spirit" of the

Armenian clergy. Scholars working on Armenian
nationalism underline üe mixture of national,
religious and Socialist activities of both

organizations.l4 Ter Minassian algues that under
the Russian and westem influences Armenians
developed political programs calling for "a broad
danocracy, political freedom, national

13 TerMinassian, ibid., p. 146

14 For cxample onnik K. Ke§hishian argues thal "the lilefuly
.ey^,al, the inıelıectual rcnaissance coupled \.,iıh ıhe
equalitarian sociolist curfenı ideal| rudicalised lhe
Ameniğ s sl.ıch that ıhqJ become full! Politicised,
Nümerclğ orsanked activiıies indicale lhe deyeloPmenı oI
politıcal oryanizalioh and acunen, while nosı of Ruçsia u,aı
resoflirıg ıo individual, eJtra-legal ıefiorisı acıs " Sce
onnik K. Keshishian, llrtegritive ınd Dy§functioral
Fıctors in the Formrtioo of th€ Aİmeniın \ıtioo,
Unpublished Ph. D. thesis, claİ€mont Gmduate school,
1974, p.67. see also Louise Nalbandia.rl The Armenian
RevolutioDıry MovcmGnt: Th€ Developmenı of
ArEeniın Politicsl Pınie§ through th€ Ninete.nth
century, B€rkeley and Los Angeles: t963 and u'. wucinich
(ed.), Rı$i. snd Asiı, stanfoİd University Press, 1972.
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independence and socialism".l5 They used
various means arıd tools in üeiı political struggle
including terrorist activities. ln ıhe tuİn of the
century the Dashnaksulirın became the leadiıg
political organization of Transcaucasian
Armeniaıs. In this context Ronald Grigor Suny
states:

"Togelher wilh q prograırı of
emancipaıion lefıi-rt Dashnaks adopted a socialisİ
line. (...) Their ıaclic at thaı lime w.ıS baŞed on
individual acts of lerrorism which would inştigole
inlervenlion by the European powers on behalf o/
the Armenians.(...) Dashnaks turned ıheir
atlention lowqrd Transc(rucasia in 1902, 1903

and began a campaign of anıiıSarisı qctiviıy

when in ]9()3 ıhe Russion goyernmenı seized ıhe

lands of lhe Arııeni.qn Church. By 1905 the

Dashnqlüs had peneırqıed ıhe lqbor moveüenı,
parltcularly in Baku where they formed ıen trade

unions with a ıoıal of abouı t 1}o ıhousand
members. Two years laler the Dqshnaks could
claim 265 circles in Baku and its ouılying
districıs. Besides ıheir economic and political
roles, the Dashnolş planned an imporlanı milüary
role as the self-slyled ılefenders of lhe local
A rmeııian pıı pu lal i c.ı n. " 1 6

In Transcaucasia, the competition with
Armenians influenced the Azerbatani Tulkish
elite to strengthen the ties with the rest of üe
Azeıbaijani people. The Armenian competition
was felt iı economic and political ıealms so üe
Azerbaijani bourge<ıisie needed the active and

conscious support of Turkish-speaking masses.

Having the majority on the city duma, lhey were

specially concemed on the cultural enlightenment
of üe Turkish community. They supponed
jadidist schools, the theatğ and the press.l7
Armenians weıe better educated and better
prepared to take advantages of the groıı,th of the

regional economy. Molla Nasreddin, a prominent
hrunoristic journal, drew aıtentions several times

to this discrepancy.]8 In addition to culfural and

religious ditIerences üeıe were appaıent conflict
of interests bet\yeen boü Armeno-Azeri

] 5 Ter vinassian, ibid-,p- l50-15I

16 R. G, suny, The B.ku communc l9ı7-19l8, clrs§ ond
Nıtionati§ in th. Ru§§isn R€voluıioı, Princeton, NeıA,

Jersey: Princeton U niversity Preis, 1972, p. 2| -22.

17 sce C€ngiz Çağl4 "Les Fondcmğnls Historiques de l'DtaF
Nation en Aze.baljaIı", cıhier§ d'f,tudcs sur lı
M6diıerrınĞ ori€ntale eı le Monde Türco-Iranien, no.

3l, janvier-juin 200l, Pp.98.

18 For example in a cajicature published in Molla Nasİeddin
no. 2.{. 1909. a well cırganized Armenian disğict ol'l'iflis
\xa§ contrasted 10 Muslim districts of ordubad which welğ
dirtieİ aİüd bad]y organizcd.
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bourgeoisies aıd üe two proletariats. In ü€
context of animosities between the two
coınmunities, Swietocho.üvski quot€s remarks of a
conlemporary traveller:

"..,ıhe Taıar hoıred iS directed againsı
lhe Armenians more ıhan againsı lhe Ruİsians.
The .4.rmenians are permcınenl inhabilanış; the
Russians come as soldierş, oficials, lemporary
employees and leave afler a few years. The Tolars
are also less afraid oflhe Russians_"l9

With üe closing of Armenian schools
and lhe seizure of the Armeniarı chrırch lands, the
activists of the Dashnaksutiun became more
agglessiv€ towards Russian administIation and the
Azeri populaıion. Influenced by Russian Socialisı
Revolutionaries' tenorist activities. üey
intensified the violence. The Armeno-Azeİi
clashes of 1905, reported usually toward the
Armenians in westem medi4 constituted one of
th€ worst manifestalions of lh€ confliçt over-
existing between the two communities.

In February 1905, Baku became the
battlefield of the two communities. The violence
continued thıough the year ıu:ı<l also to the
following year; it evidenced by massive outbreaks
in Erevaı1 Nakhichevan, Shusha and Cence. One
of the least partial Statements iİterPreting the so-
called "Tatar-Armenian war'' is still
Swietochowski's:

"The firsl oıılbreaks of Muslim-
Armenian yiolence occurred in Baku. The
immediale cauşe waş ıhe murder ııf a Muslim by
lhe Dashnakisls. On February 6, 1'905 thousqnds
of Azerbaijqnis, many aftiyiııg from nearby
villages atlacked lhe Armenian seclions of lhe
city. There followed lhree days of killing and
looting while the police and troops remained
conspicuously inqclive, as the1,,aor14 be during
mosı ol ıhe clqshes ıo come. (...) I1ıe fighıing
conıinued well inıo the nex' ),eqr, ıhough with
lesser ınıensiıy. Nor was ıı conıained in ıhe ıowns:
An esıimaıed ]28 Armenian qnd ]58 Taıar
ıillages were pillaged or destroyed. The eşlimaıes
of lives losı vary widely ranging from 3.100 to
l0.000. "20

We think üat this ongoing confliçt wiü
Armeniaıs, the conditions of permanent violence
and waıfare arıd heayy losses created an
undeniable stimulating effect on the Shaping of

19 L. Viltali, The Firc ınd sword in tb€ cıucİ§u§, London:
Allen and Unwin, 1906, p.ı66, quot€d in Tadeus
swietochowski, Rusiıo Azerbıijıı, l905-1920, The
shıping of Nıtional ldentity in A Mu§Iim community,
Cambidgc: caİnbridge Univef§ity P.eis, 1985, p. ]9-40.

20 swietochowski, ibid., l985, p.41.

Azerbaijani national identity.2l The Azerbaijaıis
felt themselves obliged to answer Armenian lhreat
in an organized structur€. [n the wake of inter-
communal violence, a secret Azerbaijani
organization ca||ed Difai (Defence) was founded
in Gence. Ifthe socialisroriented Himmet Party is
not taken iıto consideration Difai was the first
nationalist organization of the Azebaıjanis.
According to Audrey L. Altstadt,

"Difai was crealed by local intellectuols
4,S.] countef-ıerror orgqnbaıion in resPonse ıo
lhe well organized Dashnaksuliun and lhe
Russian support for lhe Armenians, Among lhe

founders were prominenı Ganje inıellecnals
Aliekper and Halil Khasmemetli, Nasib YusuJbeyli
ond Dr. Hasan Ağaoğlu. These men were amon7
ıhe community leaders who had ıaken ıhe lead in
endinq ıhe conJlicıs between ıheil own communiıy
and the Armenians. The Ganje Azerbaijanis
argued lhaı ihe Dashnaks could nol operale şo
freely wilhoul Russian backing and ıhat the
Administral ion in facı provokd inler-coırımunal
clashes, "22

CONCLUDING REMARKS
Our claim that the Azeri national idenüty

was fostered by üe rise of Armenian nationalism
can be substantiated by works of seveıal
theoreticians of nationalism who emphasized the
importance of extemal conflict and \.r'ar in the
nation-formation Process. FoI example Anthony
D. Smith argues that,

"T'lıe war has been a powerful faclor in
shaping cerıoin crucial aspects of eıhnic
communily and nalionhood. "23

with üe intensification of Armeno-Azeri
competition the likelihood of violence and armed
conflict becarrıe more apparent. Armeİrians
became a permangnt element of the Azeri
nationalist discourse. Ali Bey Hiiseyinzıde wrote
continuously on üe existence of "ıwo sepqrate
nalions in Transcaucasia" and referred to
Armenians as üe naİion "disturbing ıhe peace
and welfure of lhe Transcaucasian peoples ".24
The so-called "Armenian Danger" contributed to

2l social sciçİtists working on Transcaucasia unanimously
observed this fact. see swietochowski, ibi4l985, p.4142,
Altstadı, ibid., ]996, p.66_67, surıy, ibid., 1972,p.37-38 .

22 Altstad! ibi(, p. 67,

23 Anthony D. smith, "wa. and Ethnicity : the Role of
wgrfarc in the Formation, sclf Images s.d cohesion of
Etİuıic corDmunitie§", Ethdic ı.d Rıcial studie§, vol, 4,
no.4. october l981, pp, 375.

24 Ali Bey Hüs€yioz.de, "Tiflis Ermeni-Müsclman İgimaine
Dair Biİ Kaç söz', Hıyıt, no.68, 1906.

23
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the formation of the need to belong to a
comprehensive identity, better defined and better
§fuctured aİorınd effective organizations. Smith
undcılines üe functions of war and the threat ol
war in the formation of ethnic communities and
their self-images. He believes üat violence can
foster ethnic cohesion and states that,

"The hisıoria consciousnesş ıhaı iş so
eSSenıiüI a parı oİ ıhe definition of whaı we mean
by lhe lerm of 'elhnic community', is very ofteı a
producı ofwarfare of ıhe recurrenı ıhreaı ıhereof.

even where ıhe war concern third parlies, "25

As the name of the Azeri political
organization Difai suggests, üe Azeris were
orgarıized to defend themselves against Armeno-
Russiaı alliance. The threat of physical

annihilation ürged to transcend the local and

secuıian toyalties, formeı divisions lost üeir
importance. Azeris had to be mole crowded in
cities and countryside to defend themselves and

th€y had to coordinate their efforts arorrnd their
common goals. As Swietochowski recalls,

"Throughoul lhe countryside bands of
peqsqnıs,rqaged guerrilla waıfare; vom ıheir
ranlrs emerged such heroes as YusuJ and Deli
Ati. "26

The rise of heroes of inter-communal
conflicts creates an important source for lhe
common imagery of the futule nation. A
promine historianofnationalismargues:

"The heroes of the posl qrejoined by ties

of blood and ıhe language ta ıhe men of the

presenı. Thah link is o Sorı of guaranıee ıhqı the

men o/ ıhe present can riŞe ıo ıhe challenges os

l he ir anc estors did."27

As a mattel of fact the Azeri nationalism
was also developed as a counter-nationalism to
ıhe Armenian one. Thus, to be anti-Armenian,
among other factoB, contributed to the rise of
Azeri nationalism as an ideolory tanscending
otheı cleavages aııd divisions in Azeıbaijani
society.

25 smith, ibid., l98l, p-379.

26 swietochowski, ibid., I985.

27 John Brcuilly, Nılionsü§m and th€ Slıt€, second edilion,
chicago: Univeİsity ofchicago Pfess, 1994, p. 67.
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